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Meeting Summary

The California Department of Food and Agriculture, in
coordination with the California Center for Regional
Leadership and members of Governor Schwarzenegger’s
Cabinet, convened an Economic Vitality Conversation
with a diverse group of agricultural, environmental and
conservation leaders from around the state.The purpose
of the conversation was to generate ideas to stimulate
Cdlifornia’s short-term economic recovery, while
improving long-term economic competitiveness and
comparative advantage in agriculture.The following is a
summary of comments from meeting participants.Views
and opinions expressed in this document do not
necessarily represent those of the California Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture or the Schwarzenegger
administration.

How do we create resource management policies
in support of the position that agricultural food,
fiber, shelter and energy production are vital to the
future of California?

Coordinate at Watershed Level

Examine the interrelationship of all land uses and activities within a water-
shed. The watershed approach can be used to address technical assistance
needs of multiple land managers and properly leverage the resources of
stakeholders.

Solve problems involving wildlife, water quality, urban growth, drought, fire,
and loss of prime farmland using a watershed approach rather than address-
ing each problem in isolation.

Focus on “multiple objectives management” of
natural resources for both environmental and
economic benefits by relying on public-private
partnerships rather than government acquisition
and management. Recognize that the most efficient
natural resource managers are in the private sector.




Create Incentives for
Woater Conservation

Promote water conservation on farms and in
urban areas.

Optimize water resources through improved
irrigation technologies, water delivery, recycling,
purification and storage systems.

Create regional water plans that efficiently use
water by coordinating the use of surface and ground water, commonly called
conjunctive use, to improve water supply reliability.

Research opportunities to use waters that do not meet drinking water stan-
dards and build recycling and desalination facilities to meet future water needs.

Manage Growth and Land Use

Convene working groups across disciplines
(agriculture, resources, environment and business)
to develop regional strategic plans for growth
management. Further, create local funding mecha-
nisms to implement these strategic plans.

Promote infill, higher density construction and more efficient use of urban-
edge land to protect farms and ranches from California’s unprecedented
growth.

Support agricultural/conservation easements to prevent development and
provide long-term protection for the most productive farmland, especially
that which has ample and cost-effective water supply.

Create land-use plans to provide certainty in expectations for both farmers
and the development community.

Ensure continued carrying capacity for wildlife habitat on farms by keeping
key tracts in less intensive agriculture.Today, with increasing regulations,
costs and urban encroachment, farms are moving toward more intensive
agricultural production techniques. This is diminishing the carrying capacity
of the land for wildlife and migratory birds.

Support Resource Conservation Districts

Match federal dollars with state funds for support of local resource conser-
vation districts. These local units of government play an important role in
addressing resource concerns and coordinating the efforts of various
agencies and working-land managers.

Support resource conservation research efforts.

Connect research to the farm with strong technical assistance programs.
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Invest in Alternative Energy Sources

Promote alternative energy sources and flexible
use of existing energy, such as allowing farmers
and dairymen to transfer or resell excess power.

Promote use of methane gas created by dairy
waste systems and distribute through the
power grid.

Support development of a renewable fuel standard that encourages private
investment to develop a California ethanol industry. Today, Midwest produc-
ers are benefiting from a $1.5 billion ethanol market in the state. California
can and should be producing this ethanol.

Look at underutilized agricultural byproducts not as waste but as products
that we have not yet put to use: energy, chemicals, construction materials
and paper are all potential products.

Staff agencies with people who understand renewable energy policy.

What is the optimal role of government in
regulating the production of food, fiber, shelter
and renewable energy?

Active Interagency Cooperation

Continue and expand upon the governor’s goal to work together to solve
common problems.We must create partnerships among government,
nonprofit, academic and private enterprise to develop an integrated policy
toward our natural resources: water, air, land and biological resources.

Recognize that agriculture and food production, environmental stewardship,
energy production, trade and national security are mutually beneficial areas
of activity. They need to merge together into a logical, handholding relation-
ship that takes full advantage of each other’s resources for the good of the

whole.

Create and disseminate best practices to the industry for on-farm manage-
ment of inputs (pesticides, fertilizer, water, energy, etc.) as well as for
agricultural byproducts.

Ensure a balance between regulatory and voluntary programs as the best
method to protect our resource base and ensure continued production of
safe and nutritious food.

Encourage state and local agencies to provide more education, technical
assistance and financial incentives for voluntary compliance with goals and
regulations.



Conduct Regulatory Reform

Use only the best science in the development of regulations and policies.

Tie new regulations with appropriate technical assistance and funding
mechanisms for implementation to ensure compliance.

Evaluate new regulations imposed at state and local levels for costs to
producers and create measures or tax incentives to mitigate those initial
financial impacts.

Simplify regulatory process and streamline regulatory requirements.

Eliminate duplicative or conflicting requirements, such as in environmental
regulation for air and water.

Staff agencies with people who are willing to understand the industries they
regulate.

Invest in Infrastructure

Prioritize substantial infrastructure development or enhancement for pest
and disease prevention and eradication programs, plant and animal laboratory
research, water management and irrigation technologies, energy manage-
ment and production of alternative energy sources, and labor management.

Invest in preventive measures to reduce damage caused by natural disasters,
such as controlling forest fuel buildup, increasing flood storage, and increas-
ing water conservation so that irrigated agriculture can endure drought years.

Upgrade school cafeterias with refrigeration for storage of fresh fruits and
vegetables, in particular for school salad bars and farm-to-school programs.

How do we protect and preserve California’s safe
and nutritious production of food and fiber?

Preserve Food Production and
Forestry through Sound Planning

Invite agriculture, food processors and forestry to
“sit at the table” and discuss long-term planning for
entire regions and watersheds.

Create a more efficient regulatory system that
rewards those in agriculture and forestry who have
proven their ability to abide by California’s strict
laws and regulations. This will provide stability and
certainty for both commercial production and environmental protection.

Recognize that food processing is vitally important to the state and long-
term viability of California agriculture.



CALIFORNIA = Market California Products

Ensure long-term viability of California’s domestic

(A G ROWN and international marketing and promotional
- - activities by expanding on success of the Califor-
nia Grown campaign. The “California” brand has
great value and differentiates our commodities in the world marketplace. If
one is buying a California product, then they are buying something that is
safe and has been produced under rigorous quality and environmental
standards.

Capitalize on the governor’s tremendous communications skills to continue
to take the Buy California message around the nation and the world.

%= Invest in Agricultural and Resource
¥ Education

Invest in resource education (agricultural, environ-
mental and forestry) at K-12 and in higher
education. Without an informed population there
is a real barrier to addressing the economic and
market issues facing our resource base through-
out the state.

Invest in vocational education relating to resource
management.

Encourage communities and schools to promote nutrition and fitness
education for improved quality of life and workforce productivity. At the
same time, healthy food choices and improved nutrition will decrease
demand for medical services related to obesity or malnutrition.

Work with California Congressional
Delegation

Maintain and enhance California’s presence in
Washington, D.C. through the administration’s
California office. Federal policy, legislation and
program funding is shaped on Capitol Hill, making
it critical to work with policy and decision-makers
early in the budget and legislative process.

Engage in the farm bill process to capitalize on
our opportunities in nutrition, trade, pest eradica-
tion, infrastructure incentives, tax credits, conser-
vation programs and marketing.
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